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I found myself going back to 
Di’s request “write an article… 
positive in the industry…after 
Covid”.  A tall task, not that 
there wasn’t or isn’t a lot to be 
thankful for, but where to start?

Our miracle year of 2020 
started in 2018.  You see since 
the start of my business I’ve 
searched the Lord (and yes, I 
am a Christian), for a Word for 
the business year ahead, I then 
hold on to that Word or prom-
ise with all I have – that’s my 
secret in business.  Focus!  

Well in 2018 I was ready to quit, throw in the towel, walk away from the trade purely because 
I was despondent and tired and… well I guess we all get to that point where you start wonder-
ing of other interesting prospects.  But at the end of 2017 beginning 2018 God clearly gave me 
a word from Luke 13 – if Potport yields fruit (aka profits) then keep it, if not, then cut it off.  Oh 
my, what an awesome Word – I kept telling Dennis (my husband and partner in business) that I 
couldn’t wait for the end of 2018!  

Well needless to say Potport did ‘yield fruit’ at the end of that financial year and I very (disap-
pointedly) knew that I was not yet to let this business go.  So, we prayed over the year ahead 
and this time God told me clearly to start cleaning up house (Ezekiel 36:29) pay all those taxes, 
split personal and business completely – start doing business righteously.  Not that we haven’t 
up until then but yet I had a clear command to do everything righteous (down to not declaring 
that private cup of coffee as a business expense) – the reward He set out for being righteous 
was simple – “and I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the increase of your fields, so that 
you need never again bear the reproach of famine among the nations.” (v30).

2019 came and gone and we yet 
again had a good year, so much 
so that it was time to expand our 
ranges, look for new factories and 
thus we set about getting passports 
ready for travel to various shows and 
countries in early 2020.  BUT, at the 
end of 2019, yet again searching the 
Lord for the Word for the year, He 
clearly told me to ‘make no plans’ 
Psalms 33:23, to follow the plans of 
His heart.  Well needless to say off 
to hubby to tell him I think God is 
telling us to put everything on hold.  
EVERYTHING, as in our travel plans 
and even to put ordering stock ahead 
on hold (remember we are in the 



imports game – planning ahead is crucial).  Thus, we put all plans on hold and stopped adding 
orders to our existing orders at the factories.  And then…. Covid.  

When we closed up shop end of March we locked the doors behind us with two warehouses full 
of paid up stock – and one container arriving end of lockdown.  At the beginning of May when 
we started trading we had a lot of stock and hit the road running.  Over and above the Covid 
crisis and uncertainties we also saw the end of a longstanding relationship with one of our fac-
tories overseas, our one warehouse being sold, leaving us with a 3rd less space, and having to 
tend to super busy times whilst searching for new suppliers.  Well all I can say is that not just I, 
but the whole team at Potport, stand back in amazement on how we’ve not only survived 2020 
but also recorded our best year in all 17 years of business.

What the future for Potport (and all of us) hold is uncertain – and then the Word for 2021 - 
HOPE.  Looking at an ever-crazy blessed business I know that my HOPE should not be in the 
business, but always in Him whom guided us thus far!  

My business advice to any new start up or even older existing businesses – keep your focus.  
You can’t move forward when you look to the side – do what you do well and above all, take 
time out to enjoy life along the way, don’t neglect the little things along the business journey, 
never forget your team around you and once in a while look up!


